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Dear Junior School Parents 

 

Thank you to our teachers, parents and girls for a successful and engaged week of Distance      

Learning. So much progress was made this week as new IT skills were acquired, and the girls grew in 

confidence and independence online. Thank you to the dedicated teachers who continue to push 

the boundaries and see what is possible to offer engaging and interactive lessons. Thank you too for 

the personal care and interest they have shown in their girls’ well-being. Thank you to our girls for    

being organised and ready for their daily programmes and for persevering when distance learning 

and technology platforms were challenging. These are valuable life skills to be developing which I 

know will stand your daughters in good stead as they progress through school. Thank you to you, 

parents, for partnering with the teachers and your daughters to make this successful. Your support at 

home is greatly appreciated and contributes significantly to the progress your daughter is making. 

 

Please be advised that despite the girls working from home, we still need to keep an attendance 

register and request that parents please contact the School if their daughter is unable to work from 

home on a given day due to internet issues, family circumstances or health issues. This also maintains 

the communication channels between home and school and ensures that your daughter receives 

the necessary support to make progress. 

 

It has been brought to my attention this week that some of our senior girls in Grade 5, 6 & 7 are being 

selective about the subjects they choose to focus on each day. I remind the girls that Natural        

Science, Geography and History form part of their core academic subjects and these lessons need 

to be attended when timetabled and the work needs to be submitted on time. These subjects offer 

a very important skill set that our girls need to be exposed to and need to master for future learning. I 

expect to see all our girls online this coming week taking full advantage of these lessons.  

 

The theme of my assembly this past week was CURIOSITY. I invited the girls to wake up each morning 

and to greet the world with curiosity and hope. I loved the creativity and careful consideration Zuri 

Kimeto (3M) shared in her message to me in response to the possibility of living on Mars one day.  
 

It is this curiosity and hope for a different world and future that we have a responsibility as adults to 

continue to foster in our girls, especially as we navigate these uncharted waters.                  

 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Hello Mrs Jennings 

I do get curious and wonder if in the future we will move to Mars and create houses and rivers and plants so we can  visit. We 

can build robots to take care of us and we could   practice not to litter. We could take bed mattresses from Earth and put them 

in houses.  Then we could wait for the trees to grow and when that is all over we can start bringing people to Mars. And now 

we can have two planets to live on. Thank you for listening to my plan, see you.  
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Reading 

Reading is good for you! And with the focus on 

online work, we encourage our girls to take time 

away from the screen and to find a cosy spot at 

home to enjoy a good book. With the extension of 

lockdown, many families might very well have run 

out of books to read at home. I learnt this week, 

and thought it worth sharing, that Exclusive Books is 

able to operate under Lockdown 4, so if you have 

the opportunity to purchase a few good books for 

your daughter to read, please do so, she will benefit 

greatly from the experience and the opportunity.  

 
 

 

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”  

 

~ Joseph Addison 

Distance Learning Portal 

The timetables and weekly schedules are available 

on the Distance Learning Portal on the school     

website or directly via this URL:  

http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/distancelearning. 

The schedules are loaded weekly on a Friday        

afternoon and should be referenced in conjunction 

with the grade’s timetable.   

Communication sent this week 

 Online and Cybersecurity Policy (Reminder that this is due on Friday 15 May) 

 Letter from Fr Paterson regarding the restart of school on campus  

 Letter from the Chair of the Governing Body regarding school fees  

Annual Junior School Big Walk  

The Old Girls’ Association has decided to cancel 

the Big Walk that we hold annually due to the      

circumstances that we find ourselves in. We would 

have loved to host it again as we know how much 

the Junior School Girls look forward to it. We would 

like to wish everyone the best and hope you are all 

staying safe. 

- Old Girls Association 

 HAIKU 

~ Claire Randall 5N 

 

Black, white and can’t fly.  

  

Diving deep to catch some 

food,  

  

Penguins eat their fish! 

Lockdown dreams 

By: Ana Elena Solano 5N 
 

Nikita and Ana were two DSG besties  

These girls had a dream 

They were on a team 

During the Covid-19 lockdown 

They were bored and lying down 

But they also had a plan 

They wanted to sneak out  

And go get some McDonald’s 

They were going to wear black  

Also on their back 

So they planned that at midnight they were going to 

go 

And they weren’t saying no 

So at that exact night they snuck out 

And without a doubt  

Now they went and met at the nearest one 

And had a lot of fun 

And when they started to eat 

They heard other feet 

Oh no! it was the police  

And they didn’t come in peace 

They arrested the girls and put them in jail 

Then the parents received an e-mail 

They had to come pick them up 

Then at that moment the girls woke up 

The End! 

http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/distancelearning
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Junior School Cultural Activities  
 

Exciting times lie ahead as we embark on an exciting, new virtual road in Term 2. 

Choir (IP), Orchestra, Marimbas, Suzuki and String Ensemble 

School cultural activities will take place via Teams. Groups have been loaded onto Teams and the 

teachers will have weekly meetings with the girls to practise. Rehearsal tracks/music scores/videos will be 

uploaded onto Teams for the girls to listen to and to practise in their own time at home. Smaller group 

sessions with teachers will be organised to assist girls individually. It is important that girls make time during 

the week to prepare and practise for group sessions. 

Music Theory 

Instead of doing a full online lesson we have decided to send out videos and worksheets. Simply because 

30 minutes is not enough time for an online lesson especially if connectivity issues might occur on either 

side.  

 Each week a video and/or worksheets/quizzes will be uploaded onto Microsoft Teams about the 

theme that we will cover in that week. This will happen every MONDAY. 

 The girls will also receive homework that they need to please complete for the week. 

 Each Friday a memorandum will be uploaded on Microsoft Teams so that each student can mark 

their homework and see if there are any mistakes or things that they might not understand yet. 

 Every theory teacher will be available on Microsoft Teams in their designated times, which they will 

share with their classes, if there are any questions or if there is a need to do a "live" theory session with 

the teacher. 

 The teachers strongly encourage students to ask questions if they struggle with something. We want 

to make sure that no students' progress is obstructed during the course of these online lessons. 

IP Choir  Tuesday 13:00—14:00 

Orchestra Tuesday 13:30—14:30 

Marimbas  Monday 14:00—15:00 

Suzuki Ensemble Wednesday  15:00—16:00 

String Ensemble Thursday 15:30—16:30 

Kind regards 

 

 

ALISON JENNINGS (MRS) 

PRINCIPAL: JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Stay connected via the School’s Social Media platforms: 

Facebook  -  http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/  

Instagram  -  @stmarysdsgpta  

http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/

